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For more
information about
Summer Reading
Programs contact:

St aci Shaw,
Reading Coo
staci.shaw@l i br

Idaho Commission
for Libraries

Phone: 208. 33
Tol | Free in
800.458. 327

Bright Futures
begin with
Summer Reading!

ICfL Outreach Programs:

Parent Engagement

Reaching Underserved
Children

School Partnerships
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Summer Reading Research

o Summer setback is the main source of the reading achievement
gap between high- and low-income students; this setback is due
to lack of summer reading activity. Low-income students have
less access to reading material at home than advantaged peers.
Providing low-income students with easy access to appropriate
books, allowing them to select their own books to read, and

' encouraging them to read increases the amount of summer

reading, resulting in lessening summer setback [Allington,- R.
Franzen, A. (2E@&).atGotnab chles@pr
23. ]

o Differences in a child’s summer learning
experiences during his or her elementary
school years can impact whether that child

. ultimately earns a high school diploma and
continues on to college. [ MmcLaughl in, B.

1 (2009, June). Summer | earning: m
The Progress of Edu€caj)ipn Reform N ":;)”‘}’aml
\V2Sss (s
;, ({y[n(\nt
o A large study of elementary students from e
=

varying backgrounds revealed that reading
4 to 5 books over the summer has the
potential to prevent a decline in reading
achievement scores from the spring to the

fall. [ kim, J. (2004, April). Summe
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o When children read what they choose themselves and read for
enjoyment, they receive the most gains in reading achievement.
Libraries can lessen some of the literacy challenges that children

in low-income families face.[ kr ashen, T6e Pa@ewn)of Readi ngl
Research f2ndsedu} h, NH: Hei nemann. ]

n the we

Suggestions for effective ways to reach the neediest youth:

ies.idaho.gov

¢ Form partnerships with the schools

e Form partnerships with community groups and services
that reach the disadvantaged

e Work with summer meal programs to “feed the body, feed
the mind.”

e Make programs accessible and convenient for parents
e Involve the parents
e Involve volunteers

e Increase access to print materials with book giving or
no-risk or low-risk book lending programs

e Make learning fun and child-driven
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